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The BRIMSTONE: GONEPTERYXRHAMNI L. APPARENTLY
Imbibing at Hydrangea Flowers. - On September 6th,

1980, I was surprised to see a female brimstone butterfly alight upon
a sterile flower of the head of a Hortensis type Hydrangea with pale

blue flowers, and probe for some time the calyx tube. Tliis beha-

viour was repeated on several flower heads before the insect moved
on to the bright pink flowers provided by a hedge of Lathynis

latifolius, the everlasting pea, which over the years has been noted

as the most favoured flower attraction for this species here in my
garden. Two days later the visits were repeated.

So far as I am aware Hydrangea flowers of this type do not pro-

duce nectar, neither were the flowers wet, nor host to aphides.

Work by D. Dse quoted in The Pollination of Flowers by Proctor

and Yeo, 1973, showed that the brimstone's natural flower pre-

ference was for those coloured blue, and that approach was visual

rather than olfactory.

This explains the visit to the Hydrangea, but what is not clear

are its lengthy visits with apparent feeding. Regarding colour selec-

tivity, violet and purple are also attractive to the brimstone, accord-

ing to Dse, while few visits are made to red, orange and yellow

flowers. In my garden another pink flower commonly attracting the

brimstone is Sedum spectabile, although I associate this more with

Aglais urticae, the small tortoiseshell, which Use finds most attracted

by flowers of yellow or blue colouration, and which also use a visual

approach - B. K. WEST, 36 Briar Road, Bexley, Kent.


